Natufal Resources Stewardship Prég.rafhme (NatuReS) South Africa

Partnerships for the sustainable use and management of natural resources

The scarcity of natural resources poses considerable risks to economic development, social stability and eco-
logical integrity, including an increased potential for conflict. Large parts of South Africa experience high wa-
ter stress, according to the FAO Aquastat Index. Resources are at times polluted, limiting their safe and pro-
ductive use. Resource pressure on soil and water is particularly acute in concentrated economic zones such
as industrial parks, special economic zones and export zones. These areas can become localised hotspots
of environmental degradation, but they also offer strategic opportunities to introduce resource-efficient,
climate-resilient and circular economy practices at scale. Addressing these challenges requires coordination
action across government, business and civil society, in line with the South African National Development
Plan 2030 (NDP), which identifies environmental sustainability and water resilience as essential foundations
for inclusive economic growth.

OUR APPROACH

The Natural Resources Stewardship Programme |l
(NatuReS 1) fosters inclusive private-public-civil so-
ciety partnerships to sustainably use and manage
natural resources. This means partners jointly iden-
tify and implement locally appropriate solutions to
use and manage natural resources in a fair, efficient
and climate-resilient manner. Through its inclusi-
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Ethiopia, Tanzania, Zambia and
South Africa

NatuReS Il is funded by Germany’s Fede-
ral Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ)

Funding
parties

ve stewardship multi-stakeholder partnerships the
programme ensures that women, youth and margi-
nalised groups are meaningfully included in decisi-
on-making processes. In doing so, NatuReS Il contri-
butes to socially and environmentally just economic
growth — supporting a Just Transition in South Africa.

OBJECTIVES

e Strengthened collaboration and trust between
public, private and civil society actors through
effective natural resources stewardship partners-
hips.

e Improved sustainable water management and
enhanced resilience of industrial parks, special
economic zones and economic areas.

e Increased water security and climate resilience
across priority catchments, cities and industrial
regions.

e Enhanced institutional capacity and evidence-ba-
sed decision-making for inclusive, resource-effi-
cient and resilient development.

SUSTAINABLE [
DEVELOPMENT E

Ga:ALS

WATER SCARCE AREA

| 'ana."‘ ‘ spaar
manzi| | water |

T ‘t ;ﬁu}—

high water stress.

il

Lage parts of South Africa experience

L —



KEY ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH AFRICA

e Support the establishment of Stewardship
Multi-stakeholder Partnerships to improve na-
tural resource use and management and redu-
ce shared risks through an inclusive consen-
sus-building process

e Co-design measures for socio-ecological trans-
formation that contribute to a just transition

e Facilitate knowledge exchange and learning on
Net-Zero Water approaches, sustainable part-
nership models, and resilient economic zones

e Promote water use efficiency and reuse bet-
ween companies to reduce freshwater demand

e Explore and strengthen water and wastewater
measuring systems in industrial areas to inform
planning and investment decisions

® Provide training and capacity enhancement for
key stakeholders on gender and inclusivity, and
site-specific resource use efficiency

e Develop Resilience Guidelines for Industrial
Spaces and Economic Zones to support climate
adaptation and long-term sustainability plan-
ning

ACHIEVEMENTS

e Operational support provided to multiple ste-
wardship partnerships addressing water secu-
rity and resilience at catchment and industrial-
zone level

e Strengthened coordination and strategic align-
ment within the uMhlathuze Water Stewards-
hip Partnership

e I|nitiation of stewardship partnerships in prio-
rity industrial areas, including Rosslyn and the
East London Industrial Development Zone

e Development of evidence-based strategies and
feasibility studies for water efficiency, waste-
water reuse and eco-industrial park approa-
ches

e Facilitated two exchange meetings with part-
ners from Ethiopia, Tanzania, and Zambia

OUR PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH AFRICA

uMhlathuze Water Stewardship Partnership
(UWASP): Established in 2016 during a severe
regional drought to safeguard water resources
in the uMhlathuze Catchment by reducing wa-
ter-related risks, strengthening catchment go-
vernance and improving water quality and
availability for all users now and in the future.
Rosslyn Improvement District Stewardship Mul-
ti-stakeholder Partnership (RID-SMSP): Aims to
support the transition of the Rosslyn Industrial
Area to an eco-industrial park (EIP), where busin-
esses collaborate to improve water security, redu-
ce waste and pollution, share resources, and boost
economic, social, and environmental performance.
East London Industrial Development Zone Ste-
wardship Multi-stakeholder Partnership (ELIDZ-
SMSP): Strives to advance sustainable, water-
smart and climate-resilient industrial development
by collective action through joint planning, shared
investment, and knowledge exchange to support
the transition to a climate-resilient, resource-effi-
cient, and socially inclusive industrial zone.

uMhlathuze river and pump station infrastructure
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