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WHO WE ARE

The Natural Resources Stewardship Programme II 

(NatuReS II) enables private-public-civil society part-

nerships to sustainably manage natural resources 

using the stewardship approach. Natural resources 

stewardship means that all stakeholders take respon-

sibility for the shared resources nobody owns but 

everybody relies on and work together to Įnd soluƟ-

ons for their sustainable management. Stewardship 

is based on the understanding that natural resour-

ce challenges cannot be resolved by individuals, but 

must be addressed through concerted, collaboraƟ-

ve acƟon. Through this parƟcipatory approach, the 
stewardship mulƟ-stakeholder partnerships (SMSPs) 
especially include women and marginalised groups 

into decision-making processes and thus contribute 

to a Just TransiƟon.

An acƟve supporter of governments and civil socie-

Ɵes in protecƟng vital natural resources from envi-
ronmental threats, the programme also focuses on 

the added beneĮts of strong private-sector collabo-

raƟon. This approach of collecƟve acƟon helps sta-

keholders to jointly address key environmental and 

economic risks.

The programme is commissioned by the German Mi-
nistry for Economic CooperaƟon and Development 
(BMZ) and implemented by the Deutsche Gesell-
schaŌ für InternaƟonale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), a 
trusted partner within the internaƟonal community 
of natural resource stewardship pracƟƟoners. 
NatuReS is currently acƟve in Ethiopia, South Africa, 
Tanzania and Zambia.

OBJECTIVES

Partnerships for the sustainable use of natural resources
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To facilitate partnerships among private companies, governmental 
organisations and civil society to improve natural resource manage-

ment through an inclusive consensus-building 
process and support a Just Transition.

To embed lessons, share experiences through regional exchanges, 
and provide technical advice on natural resource stewardship.

To support the design and implementation of joint solutions that pro-
mote sustainable resource management and 

advance socio-ecological transformation in areas facing extreme 
resource use pressure.

Much of NatuReS‘ work relies on the eīecƟveness of 
its partnerships. Built on the understanding that tho-

se beneĮƫng from the same natural resources can 
beneĮt more through collaboraƟon, these partners-

hips work to Įnd mutually beneĮcial soluƟons for 
the sustainable use and management of natural re-

sources in areas with extreme resource use pressure.

Drawing on the crucial commitments of govern-

ments, civil society and the private sector, NatuReS 

provides valuable technical experƟse and supports 
the partnerships through the Įve-step Natural Re-

sources Risk and AcƟon Framework (NRAF) – a guide 
that takes stewardship pracƟƟoners through 1) Pre-

paring, 2) Assessing, 3) Commiƫng, 4) AcƟng, and 5) 
Scaling/ExiƟng a partnership. It draws on the expe-

rience of more than 45 partnerships globally.

BUILDING STRONG PARTNERSHIPS
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WHAT WE DO

With the support of NatuReS, partnerships imple-

ment joint soluƟons and acƟviƟes for the sustaina-

ble use and management of natural resources in 

areas facing extreme resource use pressure in the 

four partner countries. They address both ecologi-

cal aspects, such as the protecƟon and restoraƟon 
of the environment through the sustainable use of 

natural resources, as well as social aspects of natural 

resource management through the inclusion of all 

stakeholder groups in decision-making processes. 

Through these acƟviƟes, NatuReS together with the 
partnerships supports the transformaƟon towards 
a socially just, environmentally and climate-friendly 

economy by strengthening the insƟtuƟonal, human, 
and technical capaciƟes essenƟal for sustainable na-

tural resource management. 

To achieve this objecƟve, NatuReS collaborates clo-

sely with global partners and projects such as the Al-

liance for Water Stewardship (AWS) and the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF). With its unique approach, the 
project also contributes to the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):
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Some of our key stewardship acƟviƟes include:


